Bridging the Digital
Divide Grant

Program

The goal of the Digital Divide Grant
Program is to develop a
technologically trained workforce in
every community, to the benefit of all
Illinois residents and businesses.

Competitive grants are available for
Community Technology Centers
(CTCs) that demonstrate how the will
improve the computer literacy of low-
income residents through their training
programs.

Since it inception in 2008, the program
has awarded 806 grants totaling more
than $33 million, serving people
throughout the state, from Chicago to
Cairo, Kankakee to Quincy.

In 2008 alone, the program provided
more than 150,000 people with
computer access and over 48,000 with
technology training in over 50
communities.
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Bridging the Digital Divide
Grant Program Overview

STATEWIDE GRANT PROGRAM GOALS

That 6s why

I LLI NOI S6 DI GI TAL E C Divide Grant Program.

Todayos wor kpl ace
technology. From computers that help
mechanics diagnose car troubles, to
computer-assisted laboratory research,
radio and television broadcasting, and
machine-shop engineering, computer
literacy has become a prerequisite for
employment and career development in
most fields.

Individuals lacking computer skills and
regular access to computer and
telecommunications technologies face
mounting obstacles to full participation in
our technology-based global economy.

Not only does this

threaten to place low-income citizens even
further behind in competition for jobs, but it
al so jeopardizes our

Everyone in lllinois 8 regardless of where
they live 8 must have access to technology
to improve their skills and keep our State
competitive.

The programbés goal i s

i ncr ecomputers, telecommunications technologies,

and related training for people living in low-
income communities.

Through this program, the lIllinois Department
of Commerce & Economic Opportunity makes
grants to plan, establish, administer, and
expand Community Technology Centers
(CTCs)

CTC programs provide computer access and
educational services to individuals and
communities that otherwise would not have
these critical opportunities.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

The Department seeks applications from CTCs

St ¢serving low-income communities. CTCs

include:
Public Hospitals

Libraries
Park Districts

Educational Institutions

Non-Profit Organizations

In addition to being an eligible entity, CTCs
must provide computer access & training to the
public for at least 12 hours per week.

l' 1l inoi s has

t
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ELIGIBLE COMMUNITIES

Communities that are eligible include:

e Communities with more than 40% of the
students eligible for a free or reduced
price lunch under the national school
lunch program.

Communities with more than 30% of the
students that are eligible for free lunch
under the national school Ilunch
program.

Please see the grant application for the
complete eligibility requirements.

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR
DOWNLOAD at:

www.ildceo.net/DigitalDivide

CONTACT INFORMATION

Cesar Lopez
100 W Randolph, Suite 3-400
Chicago, IL 60601

Office: (312) 814-2672
Fax: (312) 814-2703
Email: Cesar.Lopez@illinois.gov




